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The General Plan is the City of Carson’s primary 
guide for development, housing, transportation, 
environmental quality, public services, and parks 
and open spaces. It is the guide for the future social, 
physical, and economic development of the city. It is 
comprised of text, diagrams, and maps to effectively 
communicate how the document is to be 
implemented.   

Alternatives explore different ways in which various types of land 
uses (including office, retail, housing, parks, etc.) could be located 
throughout the City of Carson in the future. The Alternatives 
are designed to present a range of choices that would allow for 
community input and evaluation of the impacts associated with 
differnent land use decisions.

While each alternative is unique, all three share several 
common characteristics that are meant to act as guiding 
principles throughout the alternatives process:

• Enhance neighborhood connectivity, including pedestrian 
and bicycle networks;

• Create a continuous park/trail along the Dominguez 
Channel that serves as a “green spine” throughout the city; 

• Continue the energy and design of Carson Street into 
other parts of the city; 

• Create land use buffers between residential and industrial 
uses; 

• Create neighborhood-serving retail near California State 
University - Dominguez Hills and in the southern part of 
the city; 

• Preserve existing single-family neighborhoods; and 
• Retain and expand key industrial areas.

Carson’s existing General Plan was adopted in 2004. Some of the objectives of the existing General Plan have 
been met, and new opportunities and challenges have arisen. The update provides Carson with an opportunity 
to reflect upon opportunities, challenges, and approaches that have emerged in recent years. The updated 
General Plan will plan for Carson through the year 2040.

Topics addressed in the General Plan will include:

What is the General Plan?

Schedule

What are Alternatives?

Why Update the General Plan?

Updating the General Plan involves four main phases. Each phase builds on the last and will  involve community 
discussion. The project is currently in Phase 2, which includes the development and evaluation of Alternatives. 
The project began in July 2017 and is expected to conclude in early 2021.

Land Use and Community Design

Circulation

Open Space and Recreation

Public Safety

Conservation

Public Health

Noise

Sustainability 

Economic Development

The General Plan update covers all land within the city 
limits of Carson as well as its “Sphere of Influence,” 
which includes some unincorporated areas next to 
the city. The orange border on the map to the right 
shows the boundaries of the Planning Area.

What Area Does the General Plan Cover?


